Constitution 

For

Hydrilla Gnats

Established this 21st day of June 2006

Amended this 17th day of December 2008

Article I: Name

This organization’s name is “Hydrilla Gnats”, hereinafter referred to as “Club”

Article II: Charter Membership


Jerry Dasch

Brian English

Angelo Koundourakis


Dustin Martin

Justin Millians

Chris Neely



Mike Prindle

William Roton

Mike Sloan



Paul Tyre



Article III: Definitions 

Active Member: 
Individuals that have met the requirements of being a member and in good standing. 

A
Active members have voting privileges and may participate in all club related activities.

B
No active member can be an active member of another Federation Nation Club

C
Only Active members can be considered for team events, i.e. Georgia Federation Sate Tournament, Club Team Tournament 
  

Associate Member:
Individuals that have been found by the majority to be associated with the club but not part of the active membership. Associate members must have met the requirements of a member and have been a member in good standing for a period of not less than one year. Associate members have no voting privileges.  Associate members may participate in all club related activities

Boat:
A water vessel as described in and adhering to the requirements written in the “Tournament Rules”

Boater:
An active member that provides and operates a boat during club related activities.

Dues:
Payment for enrollment in the BASS National Federation Nation, Georgia BASS Federation Nation, and Club membership.
 

Executive Committee:
The group of individuals that are represented as the President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, and Tournament Committee Chairman.

Honorary Member:
An individual that may or may not have met all of the requirements of a member, but whom has been determined by a majority to be an honorary member.  Honorary members have no voting privileges.  Honorary members may participate in all club related activities. 

In Good Standing:
An active member or associate member that has met all financial obligations

Majority:
Greater than half of the total number of active members present at a club activity.

Member:
An individual that has completed the pledge process and has been excepted by a majority of the active members at a club activity  

Non-boater:
An active member, pledge, associate member, or honorary member that does not provide and operate a boat during club related activities.

Pledge:
An individual that has expressed interest in joining the club after attending at least one meeting. A pledge has no voting privileges. A pledge may participate in all club activities.

President:
An active member determined by the majority to preside over all general club and Executive Committee meetings. The president will represent the club at a state level and is responsible for receiving and distributing information from the BASS State and National Federation Nation

Secretary:
An active member determined by the majority to maintain a written record of the general club and Executive Committee meetings and distribute club announcements to media outlets

Tournament:
A competitive event within which members and pledges participate to determine a particular rank or order within the club. 

Tournament 

Committee:
Active members determined by the majority to create a tournament schedule and review possible tournament rule changes.  The Tournament Committee is made up of two active members determined by the majority and the Tournament Committee Chairman.  

Tournament 

Committee Chairman:
An active member determined by the majority to preside over all Tournament Committee meetings, and represent the Tournament Committee at all general club and Executive Committee meetings.

Treasurer:
An active member determined by the majority to maintain financial records.  The treasurer is responsible for the receipt and disbursement of all club moneys.



Vice President:
An active member determined by the majority to assist the president when necessary, assume the president’s duties at general club and executive committee meetings in the president’s absence, and provide informational and entertainment programs for each regular meeting

Warranty Member
Promotional member. Pays dues for extended warranty programs. Member has no voting rights or privileges. Member must go through the pledge process to become an active member.

Year
The period of twelve months starting in January and ending in December of the same calendar year.   

Article IV: Purpose

A. To help the membership become more skilled in bass fishing

B. To increase the enjoyment of bass fishing

C. To promote fellowship among the club’s members

D. To promote the sport of bass fishing through conservative practices and sportsman-like conduct

E. To promote the sport of bass fishing through youth oriented programs

Article V. Membership

Section 1.
The membership is made up of Active, Associate, and Honorary Members.

Section 2.
Only the membership may purchase club paraphernalia.  


Section 3.
Active Membership

A. The active member must complete the pledge process as described in the pledge section.

B. The active member must receive a majority prior to acceptance

C. The active member must pay all outstanding dues

D. The active member must participate in at least one club sponsored conservation activity per year

E. The active member must participate in at least one club sponsored youth activity per year

F. The active member must attend at least 50% of the scheduled general club meetings

G. The active member must participate in at least 50% of the scheduled club tournaments

Section 4. 
Associate Membership

A. The associate member must have been an Active Member for a period of not less than one year

B. The associate member must provide a letter of request for consideration to a member of the executive committee

C. The associate member must receive a majority prior to acceptance

D. The associate member will not be required to pay dues

Section 5.
Honorary Members

A. An honorary member may be proposed by any Active Member

B. An honorary member does not have to be a current, previous, or prospective member of the club

C. The honorary member will not be require to pay dues

Article VI. Pledging for Membership

Section 1 
Prospective Members

A. An active member may sponsor only one prospective member at a time

B. The prospective member must attend a regularly scheduled general club meeting where they will be introduced by their sponsor

C. The prospective member will be provided with a pledge packet at their introduction (BASS membership information, Federation Nation membership information, Club Constitution)

D. The prospective member will be given the opportunity to become a pledge at the conclusion of a second attended regularly scheduled club meeting  

Section II.
Pledges

A. Pledges must attend a minimum of three general club meetings

B. Pledges must participate in a minimum of three scheduled club tournaments

C. Pledges will participate in all club activities

D. Pledges will be non-boaters for the duration of the pledge process

Article VII. Termination of Membership

A. Any member may be considered for termination for

1. Conviction of a felony

2. Conviction of a violation of game and fish laws

3. Actions that reflect dishonor on the club

4. Actions that are detrimental to the morale and harmony of the club

5. Any action that threatens the safety of club members

B. The club member will be provided with an opportunity to address the club

C. Once the club has been advised of the reason for consideration and been addressed by the considered member, a majority will decide if termination is necessary 

Article VIII. Meetings


Section 1
General Club

A. No alcoholic beverages or smoking will be allowed during meetings

B. The club shall have one regular meeting each month

C. The meeting will be held on the third Wednesday at 7:00pm

D. All members and pledges may attend

E. Each member who attends the meeting will receive an additional 2 point bonus toward their total accumulated points for each meeting attended

Section 2
Emergency

A. Emergency meetings can only be called by the Executive Committee 

B. Emergency meetings cannot be considered part of the pledge process

C. Emergency meetings will be counted toward an active member’s total yearly meeting attendance

D. The Executive Committee must attempt to notify one hundred percent of the active members

E. The Executive Committee must have been able to notify at least fifty percent of the active members

Section 3
Executive Committee

A. Executive Committee Meetings can only called by the Executive Committee

B. Executive Committee Meetings can only be attended by members of the executive Committee 

Article IX
Dues


Section 1
Annual

A. An annual due of seventy dollars ($75) shall be required of each active member.

B. Payment of the annual due is required at the November meeting.

C. Dues will be paid directly to the treasurer

D. In the event that the treasurer is unavailable, any other member of the executive committee may accept payment as long as there is at least one other member there to witness receipt.

E. A receipt describing the amount received, the date received, and the member status will be issued to the payee upon payment.

F. Prorating of annual dues will not be allowed

Section 2
Breakdown

1. Twenty dollars ($20) National and State Federation Dues

2. Fifteen dollars ($15) State Federation Dues

3. Forty dollars ($40) Club’s general fund

Article X
Executive Committee

Section 1
Election 

A. President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer

1. Elections will occur every two years

2. Nominations for the positions will be accepted at the last regular club meeting prior to the election meeting and during the election meeting prior to voting

3. Elections will be held on the last month of the year after reading of the old minutes by the existing secretary, but before any new business is discussed

4. Elected officials will assume control of their positions prior to continuance of the year’s last month meeting.

B. Tournament Committee Chairman and Committee Members

1. Elections will occur each year

2. Nominations for the positions will be accepted at the last regular club meeting prior to the election meeting and during the election meeting prior to voting

3. Elections will be held two months prior to the start of the new year and immediately prior to the close of business

4. Elected officials will assume control of their positions at the last monthly meeting of the year following existing tournament committee’s report.

C. Candidates defeated in the election for one office may become eligible for nomination for another office

Section 3
In the event an office becomes vacated, the President shall notify the membership that nominations and an election will be held.  This notice must be given at least one meeting prior to the election.


If the president is the one vacated, the Vice President shall fulfill the notification requirements.

Section 4
To be eligible for executive office a member must have been in good standing for one calendar year, to include his pledging period, and be an active member in good standing

Article XI
Constitutional Amendments

Section 1
Prior notification requirements

A
Prior notice shall not be required for any article or section for the annual constitutional meeting held in December each year.

B
Prior notice is required for each article of section to be proposed for amendment at any other time during the year.  Notice shall be given at least one regular meeting in advance of the proposed amendments debate and vote.

Section 2
A majority shall be required to add delete or amend any article or section.

Section 3
This constitution was prepared in good conscience and with good intentions by the members of this Club.  However, the membership realizes that situations may arise due to unforeseen circumstances in which the articles of this constitution could become unfair or create problems that caused dissention and a breakdown in the morale and harmony among the members.  Therefore at such times, the executive committee, at its discretion, may invoke an emergency act whereby:

A
All notification requirements are waived 

B
A special vote may be called to temporarily suspend an article or section of the constitution until the next regularly scheduled club meeting.

Article XII
Expenses, Reimbursements and Funds

Section 1
All charges for printing and mailing of club bulletins, announcements, program expenses, rental of films, calls or charges for other equipment necessary for club programs, etc. will be paid out of the general fund. All expenses of this nature shall require the approval of two officers.

Section 2
Members shall be entitled to reimbursement for authorized expenses incurred on behalf of the club. Such authorization shall require the approval of two officers.

Section 3
Expenditures requiring funds to be dispersed in whole or in part in an amount greater than $50 must receive a majority decision from the Club   

